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TENNESSEE RIVER BASIN

03518500  TELLICO RIVER AT TELLICO PLAINS, TN

LOCATION.--Lat 35°21'42", long 84°16'44", Monroe County, Hydrologic Unit 06010204, on right bank 1,300 ft upstream from birdge on Tellico Plains-
Ballplay Road, 0.4 mi downstream from Laurel Creek, 0.8 mi east of Tellico Plains, and at mile 28.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--118 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1925 to February 1982, December 2000 to current year. Published as "near Tellico Plains" October 1927 to September 1930. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1336: 1927-28(M), 1936, 1940, 1944. 

GAGE.--Data collection platform. Datum of gage is 846.64 ft NGVD of 1929. July 20, 1925 to Sept. 30, 1927, nonrecording gage at same site and datum. Oct. 
1, 1927, to Sept. 30, 1930, nonrecording gage at site 0.5 mi upstream at datum 8.29 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Periodic observations of water temperature and specific conductance are published in this report 
as miscellaneous water-quality data. 

EXTREMES FOR OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood in May 1840 reached a stage of 15 ft, discharge, about 21,500 ft3/s, from reports of Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,500 ft3/s and maximum (*): 

   

Minimum discharge, 79 ft3/s, Sept. 6, 7. 

   

Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft) Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft)

Feb 6 1530 3,870 7.77 Sep 17 0315 *5,680 *9.16
Mar 6 0900 4,490 8.32 Sep 17 1700 3,540 7.43

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 133 83 316 315 233 204 276 216 182 288 158 95
2 128 83 267 293 241 385 253 407 142 296 182 95
3 124 83 237 273 403 439 248 441 134 271 269 91
4 122 83 356 258 307 349 241 343 145 288 171 89
5 119 105 364 863 291 314 226 301 121 274 164 87

6 117 300 331 806 1,660 1,900 216 267 113 291 162 82
7 116 187 295 501 1,020 873 212 239 110 256 133 103
8 175 143 269 409 580 567 208 222 119 222 123 317
9 125 125 247 374 455 474 200 209 153 196 116 438

10 120 116 620 323 413 427 191 218 234 178 111 227

11 117 111 637 292 379 382 192 256 220 167 109 191
12 116 107 434 275 434 353 202 284 143 250 254 163
13 111 109 359 260 429 325 426 224 167 253 184 145
14 107 99 384 246 400 310 438 213 153 207 139 129
15 134 98 341 237 422 312 428 190 224 255 125 119

16 111 100 315 220 472 415 384 181 202 182 118 139
17 105 113 499 213 410 355 330 177 155 172 114 3,060
18 103 122 422 341 367 335 298 166 138 296 111 1,060
19 101 1,330 363 357 336 318 272 209 131 201 102 534
20 99 535 313 301 320 302 254 172 120 169 99 378

21 98 327 276 275 322 343 241 160 117 152 243 306
22 97 249 259 255 288 298 229 153 146 139 221 258
23 93 208 260 235 270 282 215 149 159 154 149 226
24 92 301 432 227 262 269 206 145 152 130 146 205
25 91 288 365 338 250 256 199 136 562 123 175 189

26 91 244 325 475 242 246 368 130 900 317 135 177
27 103 238 300 381 234 239 318 128 381 291 122 168
28 118 613 274 321 222 230 261 124 362 242 114 201
29 95 574 255 291 212 223 235 128 412 186 121 168
30 88 388 443 276 --- 277 221 206 309 169 105 153
31 87 --- 352 250 --- 284 --- 251 --- 157 102 ---

TOTAL 3,436 7,462 10,910 10,481 11,874 12,286 7,988 6,645 6,606 6,772 4,577 9,593
MEAN 111 249 352 338 409 396 266 214 220 218 148 320
MAX 175 1,330 637 863 1,660 1,900 438 441 900 317 269 3,060
MIN 87 83 237 213 212 204 191 124 110 123 99 82
CFSM 0.94 2.11 2.98 2.87 3.47 3.36 2.26 1.82 1.87 1.85 1.25 2.71
IN. 1.08 2.35 3.44 3.30 3.74 3.87 2.52 2.09 2.08 2.13 1.44 3.02

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1925 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 103 189 309 434 481 517 424 301 209 194 149 113
MAX 303 980 973 1,033 972 1,039 823 1,147 559 557 459 486
(WY) (1973) (1930) (1927) (1947) (1957) (1963) (1964) (2003) (1957) (1949) (1938) (1928)
MIN 28.4 37.7 60.8 67.7 115 206 161 106 75.0 61.0 28.6 22.4
(WY) (1955) (1940) (1940) (1981) (1941) (1981) (1967) (1941) (1936) (1944) (1925) (1925)

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ia/nwis/inventory/?site_no=03518500
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SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1925 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 145,340 98,630
ANNUAL MEAN 398 269 285
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 474        1929
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 147        1940
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 12,100 May  6 3,060 Sep 17 12,100 May  6, 2003
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 82 Sep 21 82 Sep  6 14 Sep  7, 1925
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 86 Oct 29 86 Oct 29 15 Sep  6, 1925
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 5,680 Sep 17 a19,900 Mar 16, 1973
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE 9.16 Sep 17 b14.18 Mar 16, 1973
INSTANTANEOUS LOW FLOW c79 Sep  6 46 Jan  3, 2001
ANNUAL RUNOFF (CFSM) 3.37 2.28 2.42
ANNUAL RUNOFF (INCHES) 45.82 31.09 32.85
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 628 426 559
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 293 234 191
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 111 109 61

a From rating curve extended above 12,000 ft3/s on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow. 
b From dross line in well. 
c Also occurred on Sept. 7. 
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